
[image: ]BLYTHBURGH with BULCAMP & HINTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of a Meeting of Blythburgh with Bulcamp & Hinton Parish Council which will be held in the Village Hall on Monday the 26th January at 19.30 pm
In attendance: Parish Clerk Philip Stone
District Cllr Ashton and County Cllr Smith
Present: Cllrs Blois, Lyth, Sullivan and Saunders
Proposed to appoint Cllr Saunders as the Chair of the meeting, seconded, unanimously resolved.

1. Declarations of Interest for any items on the agenda
None received.

2. To receive apologies for absence
Cllrs Orr- Ewing and Lyth, proposed to accept, seconded, unanimously resolved.

3. Public Speaking (Members of the public may speak for 3 mins per subject at the discretion of the Chair)

	To receive reports from District Cllr Ashton
· Confirmed a decision is still awaited in respect of whether there will be one or three Unitary Authorities.
· Concern was raised by the Chair in respect of poor District Council online engagement and that this would only be worse with a large single Unitary Authority.

	To receive report from County Cllr Smith
· Involved with the County Council budget proposals that will be submitted to Cabinet on the 27th January and fully debated by the Council on the 12th February anticipated expenditure 815 million, requesting a council tax rise of 4.99%, 2% towards social care and 2.99% towards general costs.
· Potholes, high increase in reports as a result of the wet weather. Cllr Saunders emphasised this had notably increased because of the huge increase in lorries to Sizewell. Cllr Smith confirmed this is currently a priority for Suffolk Highways.
· Confirmed the County Council elections have been postponed.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk214457197]To receive and approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 24th November 2025. Proposed to approve, seconded, unanimously resolved.

5. To receive chairs report. Email report from Cllr Orr- Ewing noted.

6. To receive members reports

· Cllr Saunders: Attended a meeting of Parish Councils concerning the 1125. Which resulted in an agreed letter to Sizewell, Suffolk Highways and Suffolk Road Safe requesting a mandatory speed limit of 40 mph. (Feedback received the Police will not agree to a 40mph limit but would a 50mph limit.) The police appear to show an unwillingness to monitor traffic and actively enforce speed control. (Cllr Saunders to circulate the agreed letter.)
· First stage of work on the A137 has been completed (skirting).
· Concern raised in respect of the installation of CCTV at the Railway site, what are they recording and how long is the information being kept. Clerk to raise concern with planning.

· Cllr Blois: Playground Grant Funding, applications made to the National Lottery application of £20,000 application to Adnams will also be made for £2,000. Two quotes received for equipment and installation in the region of £20,000.
· Village Hall committee planned works for the installation of double doors and alterations to the toilets due to commence.
· Village Hall, open Wednesdays are going from strength to strength.

7. Finance Report 
· Current bank balances noted.

8. To consider and resolve:
a.) Village Hall Governing Document

· Confirmed this is in the process of being updated.

		b.) Assertion 10 
Council compliance with AGAR Assertion 10: To confirm status and agree any action to be taken as required 
i. Publish required council documents accessible website that meets legal standards.
ii. Comply with UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act, ensuring safe handling of personal data, with adequate policies and procedures in place.
iii. Adopt a clear IT policy (for all authorities except parish meetings) covering security, devices, email use, and backups.
iv. Use as a minimum one generic email address on a council owned domain. Using a council owned domain email address for all Councillors, staff & officers is considered best practice. Adoption of IT Policy and Transparency Code.

· Proposed by Cllr Saunders that we adopt Assertion 10 Compliance i to iv seconded, unanimously resolved. 

c.) Lion Link Consultation reply.

Not confirmed.

d.) Development or replacement PC website
Clerk will confirm the full formal costs to Council before instigating a new website.

e.) Newsletter communication with residents
Agreed once new website in place better engagement can be maintained.

f.) To confirm who will represent Council at right of way hearing. Proposed Cllr Saunders and Cllr Sullivan attend the planning committee hearing and represent the Council, seconded, unanimously resolved. Clerk to confirm attendance and that they will wish to speak on the issue.

g.) Correspondence of note.

h.) To confirm any payments to be made. None to note.

c.) To consider any Planning received not already dealt with under planning policy.
None		
		Meeting closed 9.15pm
10.02.2026
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