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Minutes of a meeting of Blythburgh with Bulcamp & Hinton Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Monday, 23rd March at 19.30. 
In attendance: Parish Clerk Philip Stone
District Cllr Ashton and County Councillor Smith
Present: Cllrs Orr-Ewing (Chair), Blois, Lyth, Sullivan, Saunders

1. Declarations of Interest for any items on the agenda 
None received.

2. To receive apologies for absence.
None received.

3. Public Speaking (Members of the public may speak for 3 mins per subject at the discretion of the Chair)

	To receive reports from District Cllr Ashton
· Confirmed it is expected there will be 3 Unitary Authorities for Suffolk.
· Lion Link consultation Nationally Significant Infrastructure (NSIP) has ended.
· Cllr Saunders emphasised to Cllr Ashton that locals continue to have issues with Sizewell trucks causing damage and increased wear to the highway.

	To receive a report from County Councillor Smith
· Government has confirmed following a U turn that there will be County Council elections on the 7th May.
· Confirmed he has resigned and will leave post on 11th May and thanked the Parish Council for his time representing Blth for the last 9 years.
· Cllr Orr-Ewing thanked Cllr Smith for his service and presented him with a bottle of champagne as a gesture of thanks.
· The County Council Chief Executive has resigned and is being replaced by two joint Chief Executives. 
· Cllr Saunders gave thanks for the officers who dealt with the recent right of way application and asked for thanks to be given to the officers involved who handled the matter efficiently, professionally and effectively.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk214457197]To receive and approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 26th January 2025. Proposed to approve, seconded, unanimously resolved. 

5. To receive Chairs report. No formal report given.
	
6. To receive members reports 

· Cllr Saunders, emphasised the need for better communication and a newsletter following a council meeting. The Clerk confirmed that improved communication will take place in the first instance via the new website, supported by a newsletter.

· Concern raised in respect of the potential loss of footpath 25, Cllr Saunders suggested direct enquiry of the land owner in respect of the bridge and maintenance thereof. Cllr Blois to confirm details to the clerk.

· Cllr Sullivan, the Environment Agency is doing investigations in respect of river bank erosion and shoring up the bank.

· Pontoon, Natural England has granted funds for its restoration.

· Pollution in the river is increasing, and local residents are testing the river regularly to ascertain its state and increasing decline.

· A12 Traffic is constantly increasing how do we get a road crossing for Blythburgh? Cllr Saunders suggested using the traffic camera to assess the need before making direct enquiry of Highways.


7. Finance Report 

· Current account Unity Trust		£29,472.50


8. To consider and resolve:

a.) Approval of costs for new website. (dealt with under Agenda Item 8d)

b.) To discuss and approve such action as is required in respect of the play area. Two quotes to hand, third quote awaited. Cllr Blois confirmed application has been made to the National Lottery.

c.) To consider the current situation in respect of the railway and what action if any is required.

Cllr Saunders emphasised the ongoing issues relating to the continuing flaunting of the rules relating to planning applications, with work being carried out before any consultation with the parish council or permission being granted, and suggested that inspection and enforcement action if required, should take place. Cllr Ashton will liaise with the clerk and the planning officer in respect of the matter and any such action that is required.

d.) To approve any payments to be made.

1.	Clerk salary		Half yearly salary			£1,426.30
2.	HMRC			Tax					£436.53
3.	Roderick Orr Ewing 	Hedge cutting				£300.00
4.	Roderick Or Ewing	Hedge cutting				£150.00
5.	SALC 			Payrole provision			£22.80
6.	NALC			Hosting and domain			£193.20
7.	NALC			Management of website		£168.00
8.	NALC 			Website content migration		£66.0
9.	Philip Stone 		Expense				£20.00


TOTAL								£2,614.83

		Proposed to approve, seconded, unanimously resolved.

e.) Appointment of internal Auditor BH accounting. Proposed to appoint, seconded, unanimously resolved.

f.) Correspondence of note. None

g.) To consider any Planning received not already dealt with under planning policy. None.

Meeting closed: 21.30 pm		
Signed	    Philip Stone  
Philip Stone Parish Clerk
15.04.2026
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